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PEOPLE OF AR

CULTURAL FOUNDATION

he People of Ar Cultural Foundation is built
by cultural professionals for the purpose of
safeguarding, celebrating, and evolving Armenian
cultural heritage. We are here to make Armenian

identity not just proud — but powerfully relevant.

Our mission is to reawaken our roots and inspire
the future by creating bold, world-class cultural
projects that reach across generations and borders.



PEOPLE OF AR

CULTURAL FOUNDATION

e aim to preserve and elevate

Armenian arts through performance
and education, reimagining tradition through
innovation, and to inspire Armenian youth
with pride in their ancestry.
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ARMAN NSHANIAN

AUTHOR & CREATIVE DIRECTOR
CEO, PEOPLE OF AR CULTURAL FOUNDATION

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

C ulture is everything. It is our food, our language, our dance, our music,
our memory, our resilience, our knowledge. It is the bloodstream
of a people and when neglected, it withers. We Armenians have carried
extraordinary trauma in our collective body. The Genocides and wars
throughout time robbed us of more than land and lives; it severed our thread
to our ancestors. In our dislocation, we learned to survive by blending in.
Like chameleons taking on the colors of other cultures, forgetting our
own. We accepted that shallow materialism, ego-driven fame, and low-
vibrational imitation music disguised as “Armenian” could fill the void
and pass for our culture. And in doing so, we began to confuse noise for
art, spectacle for substance, survival for identity. Culture is not a costume.
It is not borrowed. It cannot be reduced to mimicry, nor diluted into fads.
To abandon it, or to treat it 1ight1y, is to create a false identity built on
victimhood rather than resilience, on imitation rather than authenticity.

This is Why Echoes of Our Ancestors exists. To remind us that we have a
culture as old as time, as deep as the stones of Karahunj, as unshakable as
Ararat itself. To remind us that our music, our dance, our words, our faith,
our pain, and our victories are not only Worthy — they are extraordinary.
And they deserve to be presented with reverence, rigor, and truth. If
culture is everything, then protecting it is our highest duty. For without
culture, we are nothing but shadows of others. But with it — alive, honest,
and unapologetically our own — we are eternal. I thank you for being here
tonight.

Together let us echo the ancestors.
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ASKO AKOPYAN
PRODUCER
CFO, PEOPLE OF AR CULTURAL FOUNDATION

Asko Akopyan, Co-Founder, Producer, and CFO of the People of AR
Cultural Foundation, is widely recognized in the Armenian community
of Los Angeles as a driving force in independent cinema. Beginning

his career as a talent agent and founder of iTalent Group, he quickly
carned respect among casting directors before channeling his passion for
storytelling into film production.

Through his company, Oscar Gold
Productions, Asko has produced
numerous internationally distributed
films, including Vigilante Diaries
(HBO), Oxenfree (Screen Media),
Mind Blown (SyFy/Lionsgate),
Doomsday Device (Lionsgate),
Unorganized Crime directed by

Nick Vallelonga and starring Chazz
Palminteri, Songs of Solomon
directed by Arman Nshanian and co-
produced by Vallelonga, the two-time
Academ_v Award—winning writer and
producer of Green Book, and most
recently Hollywood Heist, starring
Alec Baldwin and Nick Cannon.

With Echoes of Our Ancestors, Asko

brings his expertise and vision to
ensure this historic production reaches
both its artistic and global potential.



SYLVIA KAVOUKJIAN
CREATIVE CONSULTANT

Sylvia Kavoukjian serves on the Board of

Directors of the People of Ar Cultural
Foundation, where she leads with both vision
and heart. As a Creative Consultant, she plays
a key role in bui]ding meaningfh] parmerships
that bring its mission to life. With a deep
passion for Armenian culture and community
empowerment, Sylvia is a driving force behind
the success and sustainability of the foundation’s
landmark projects.

GOHAR OHANIAN
DIRECTOR OF
DEVELOPMENT AND
STRATEGIC
PARTNERSHIPS

Gohar is deeply committed to preserving
and celebrating Armenian culture through
exceptional artistic experiences. She believes
that productions like Echoes of Our Ancestors
have the power to unite our community,
strengthen our shared identity, and inspire
future generations.

VARTUHI VARDANYAN
TREASURER

Growing up in Los Angeles, surrounded by
diverse cultures, Vartuhi Vardanyan has always
kept her Armenian heritage at the heart of her
identity. Echoes reflects that spirit—bringing
the richness of Armenian culture to the stage
for a wider audience through music, dance,
spoken word, and art. Vartuhi has built a
career in the health care insurance industry,
and in her free time she enjoys reading,
gardening, and spending time by the sea.
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STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP
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USCDornsife

INSTITUTE OF ARMENIAN STUDIES

¢ are proud to In return, our productions offer
N ‘ / announce USC the USC Institute:
Institute of Armenian
Studies as a Legacy Sponsor of our +  Aliving, high-visibility
foundation. Their pioneering work platform to expand their
in academic preservation and cultural reach.New material
community scholarship directly and content for curriculum
aligns with our mission. This development.
partnership will: « Public engagement and legacy—
building through shared values
Support the long-term and visibility.
academic documentation of all
foundation productions. Together, we bridge academia
Create multimedia and art to protect and promote
archives that preserve and Armenian identity.

contextualize Armenian art
and identity.

Connect our large-scale public
projects with rigorous cultural

scholarship.

USC

Dornsife

Institute of
Armenian Studies
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DIRECTORS

Managing Directors
Diron Ohanian

Cliff Cohen

Andre Jardini

Directors

Mitchell Ludwig
Gregory Torres
Robert Brugge
Kristen Leigh Myles
Stephen Pasarow
James Phillippi
Peter Senuty

Kevin Stack

FIRM ADMINISTRATOR

Diana Lowe

PRINCIPALS
Markos Generales
Maria Grover
Michael Kem-Thomas
David Lalazarian
Adam Mikaelian
Natalie White
Ankineh Zadoorian
Joel Zari

ASSOCIATES
Eric Abramian
Lena Ananyan
Michael Carr
Michelle Maleky
Avedis Patatian
Justin Kouyoumdjian
Yervant Malkhassian
Alec Sepetjian
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ARMENIAN
AMERICAN
MUSEUM

Asharez

ASBAREZ WELCOMES AND CONGRATULATES
ECHOES OF OUR ANCESTORS 2: HEROES &
SAINTS AND COMMENDS THE EFFORT TO KEEP
OUR HISTORY ALIVE THROUGH MUSIC AND
CULTURE.
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SERGEY SMBATYAN
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orld-renowned conductor Sergey

Smbatyan leads the orchestra for

this historic production. As Artistic
Director of the Armenian State Symphony
Orchestra, his presence brings unmatched
precision, passion, and authenticity to the
stage.

With a deep connection to Armenian heritage
and global acclaim, Maestro Smbatyan will
guide the musical journey through every single
genre of armenian music ever written, uniting
tradition and innovation in one powerful
performance.
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*"Violin

Concertmaster Eric Manukyan

2" iolin

Viola

Cello

Conlrabass

Harp
Flute

Armen Mangasaryan
Ruzanna Sargsyan
Anna Kharazyan
Anzhela Amiryan
Sahak Karapetyan

Stepan Khalatyan
Hripsime Yepremyan
Anna Yeghiazarova
Katerina Kolesnyk
Tatevik Yaghoobyan
Narine Nikoghosyan

Artashes Asatryan
Arsen Housepian
Hovhannes Fishyan
Shushan Danielyan

Haik Babayan
Garik Terzyan
Milena Mardanyan
Romina Zurabova

Hakim Haloway

Jay Rubottom
Nune Hayrapetyan

Jilian Risigari - Garcia

Gevorge Avetisyan

- 36 KA

Oboe

Clarinet/
Alto
Saxophone

Bassoon

French
Horn

Trumpet

Trombone
Trombone/

Basse
Trombone

Tuba
Timpani

Percussion
Instruments

Electric
Guitar

Bass Guitar

Keyboard

Francisco Castillo
Artyom
Ordubekyan
Christin Webb

Armen Karagyan
Kristin Morrison

David Pittel
Vahagn Elbakyan

Ronald Stephen Minor

David J. Ryan

Bradley Moller
Edward Papoyan
Artashes Sinanyan -
Armenak Grigoryan

Edward Harutyunyan

Levon Simonyan

Vardan Arakelyan

Arman Berberyan

-



SARO MANGASARIAN

FOUNDER OF INTL. SCHOOL OF MUSIC
ORCHESTRA CONTRACTOR

Saro Mangasarian is the founder of the International
School of Music in Glendale, California, and has devoted
more than 34 years to nurturing the musical education
of young artists. Since 1999, he has collaborated
with Maestro Mikayel Avetisyan on distinguished
concerts and cultural projects, working alongside
international]y acclaimed artists and conductors
including Konstantin Orbelian, Arus Ajemian, Vatche
Mankerian, Sergey Khachatryan, Aram Gharabekian,
and Loris Tjeknavorian. A steadfast advocate for artistic
excellence and the preservation of Armenian cultural
heritage, Saro is deeply honored to contribute to Echoes
of Our Ancestors, Echoes of Our Ancestors 2, and in
collaboration with visionary director Arman Nshanyan.

MIKAEL AVETISYAN

CONSULTING CONDUCTOR

Mikael Avetisyan (born 1966) is an Armenian
conductor, professor, and Doctor of Music.
Trained at the Yerevan Komitas and St.
Petersburg Conservatories, he has led major
Armenian orchestras and served as Artistic

e ———————— et e

Director of the Armenian Philharmonic
(1998-1999). Since 2002, he has conducted
the New Valley Symphony and is Currently
Artistic Director and Principal Conductor
of the Glendale Philharmonic Orchestra
(USA). His honors include the Kirill
Kondrashin Conductors Master Classes
diploma (Netherlands) and the Glendale and
Los Angeles County Artistic Achievement
Diamond Award.



Our goal is to help you pursue

yours. It's that simple.

At Merrill, we'll help you get ready for the future with a
financial approach that'’s designed for you.

Managing Director
Wealth Management Advisor
Portfolio Manager

626.817.6816
hratch.andreassian@ml.com

, ' ‘ Hratch Andreassian, CFP®, CIMA®, CPWA®, RMA®

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management
800 E. Colorado Blvd 4th Floor

STE 400

Pasadena, CALIFORNIA 91101

http://fa.ml.com/hratch.andreassian

MERRILL§§\

A BANK OF AMERICA COMPANY

Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated (MLPF&S) is a registered broker-dealer, registered investment adviser, and Member SIPC. MLPF&S is a wholly owned subsidiary of

Bank of America Corporation.

The Bull symbol and Merrill are trademarks of Bank of America Corporation. RMA® is a registered certification mark of the Investments & Wealth Institute”. For more information about the
Institute and the RMA certification, please visit investmentsandwealth.org.CFP Board owns the marks CFP”, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER", and CFP* (with plaque design) in the U.S.CIMA”
is a registered certification mark of the Investments & Wealth Institute®. For more information about the Institute and the CIMA certification, please visit investmentsandwealth.org.CPWA"
is a registered certification mark of the Investments & Wealth Institute®. For more information about the Institute and the CPWA certification, please visit investmentsandwealth.org.

A Portfolio Manager can help clients pursue their objectives by managing on a discretionary basis [his/her] own Personalized or Defined Strategies, which may incorporate individual stocks
and bonds, Merrill model portfolios, and third-party investment strategies.

© 2024 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved. | MAP6440491 | MLWM-244-AD | 470948PM-0524 | 05/2024



TAX « AUDIT « ADVISORY

KEVIN MEGO MEKHSIAN, CPA, MBT
GERARD MEKHSIAN, CPA



PEOPLE OF AR CULTURAL FOUNDATION
PROUDLY RECOGNIZES

SARKIS AND NUNE SEPET]JIAN
ARTHUR AND LISA MAROUNIAN
SAM AND HAIKOUHI PARSAMYAN
HARRY AND NVART PARSAMYAN
ARMEN AND ANAHIT DOVLATIAN

DRS. BAROUIR AND SANDRA
DEIRMENJIAN

ROSALYN MADOYAN
ORGANIZATION OF ISTANBUL
ARMENIANS

VARAND AND YVETTE ZARIFIAN

SILVIYA KARAPETIAN
VILLAGE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL

FOR THEIR SUPPORT OF

ECHOES OF OUR ANCESTORS 2:
HEROES & SAINTS



HAIKIAN

CHAMBER CHOIR

Founded in 2024, the Haikian Chamber
Choir preserves Armenian choral hcritagc
while embracing global traditions. Led
by executive director and principal
conductor Gayane Baghdasaryan, the
ensemble unites talented voices through
a shared passion for music, culture, and
community.

Early milestones include the Ani Requiem
World Premiere (2024, Alex Theatre,
Glendale), debuting Khachatur Avetisyan’s
work in honor of Armenian memory;
the Grand Meet & Greet Debut Concert
(March Glendale),
Haikian’s mission;
with leading artists and institutions that

2025, introducing

and collaborations

strengthen ties across Armenian and
global circles.
With a repertoire of sacred hymns, folk

and

seeks to honor centuries-old tradition

songs, classical works, Haikian
while inspiring new generations through
concerts, collaborations, and educational

outreach.
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SMARTER FREIGHT
STARTS HERE

ABOUT US

We deliver smarter, sustainable, and
personalized transportation solutions
powered by advanced technology and real-
time visibility. Our dedicated team ensures

clarity, responsive

SUSTAINBILITY

WHY CHOOSE AILO
LOGISTICS?

99.8%

ON-TIME RATE

24]7

SUPPORT
fal

nd efficiency,
treating your freight with the urgency and

care it deserves.

ABOUT US

Since 1984, AJR Trucking has been a
trusted name in transportation,
delivering reliable and efficient logistics
solutions. As the industry evolves, so
do we. Our transformation into AILO
Logistics marks a bold step toward
next-generation logistics solutions,
integrating advanced technology and
sustainability-driven strategies.

TECHNOLOGY

TIGHTER, SMARTER, AND MORE EFFICIENT
LOGISTICS
* Dptimize your operations for maximum efficiency

FULL CONTROL OF OPERATIONS
= Real-time tracking for complate visibility
« Instant updates ensure full transparency and
responsiveness

ADVANCED Al-POWERED AUTOMATION
. latfi o0 Al
technalogy
= Streamlings contract management, route planning, and
assignment processes

ENHANCED OPERATIONAL EFFICIENCY
= Automate repetitive tasks and reduce
manual errors

AiLO

LINES OF BUSINESS

MODES & SERVICES

LOCAL
REGIONAL
LONG HAUL
DRAYAGE

DROP TRAILER

FULL TRUCK LOAD

DRY VAN

REFRIGERATED

POWER ONLY

MANAGED TRANSPORTATION

MORE INFORMATION

310-707-1120 (&

www.ailo.us @

435 E. Weber Ave. )@r'

Compton, CA 90222 &
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INTERNATIONAL ARMENIAN NETWORK
EST. 2025



PREMIUM ORGANIC COFFEE

www.kavatcoffee.com
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SOUND OF CHILDREN

CULTURAL CENTER

Sirvart Kavoukjian is the Founder and
Director of the Sound of Children
Cultural Center and Summer Program,
a pioneering initiative dedicated to
nurturing  Armenian youth through
music, art, and culcural education. With
over 40 years of experience working with
children in the diaspora, she has devoted
her life to inspiring young generations
to embrace and celebrate their heritage.
Through carefully designed programs,
workshops, engaging

pcrformanccs, Sirvart instills in children

creative and

a profound appreciation for Armenian
culture, identity, and history. Her work
goes beyond artistic training — it seeks
to empower children to carry their
traditions forward, ensuring that the
Armenian diaspora not only survives but
flourishes as a strong, proud, and vibrant
community. Under her guidance, Sound
of Children has become a cornerstone
for cultural education, shaping the
next generation of Armenians who are
connected, confident, and committed to
their roots.



ANDRANIK BERBERYAN

MUSIC PRODUCER

ndranik Berberyan (b. 1994,
Yerevan) is a composer, music
producer, and founder of Berberyan
Production  Studios,
leading music and sound production

Armenia’s

company. A graduate of the Yerevan
State Conservatory, he has scored
films such as Songs of Solomon,
Amerikatsi, The Reverse Side of the
Medal, Yasha and Leonid Brezhnev
and so on. His studio has produced
music for major international events
including Expo 2020 Dubai, Junior
the 2024 EBRD
Annual Meeting Gala, European

Eurovision 2022,

Weightliftingchampionships

2023
opening ceremony etcC .

erberyan is a multiple award-

winner, receiving Best Original
Score at the Anahit National Film
Awards (Songs of Solomon, 2022;
Amerikatsi, 2024) and Composer
of the Year at the 2025 Khazer
Awards. In 2024, he became the first
Armenian composer invited to join
the Academy of Motion Picture Arts
and Sciences, cementing his role as
a leading ﬁgure in contemporary
Armenian music.

PRODUCTION STUDIOS

BERBERYAN



AREVIK

MUSIC CENTER

Arevik Music Centre is a Glendale-
based music and performing arts school
dedicated to nurturing young talent
through vocal training, music education,
and performance. Founded in 2019 by
artistic director Lilit Badalyan, the center
providcs children with opportunities
to develop their musical abilities,
confidence, and stage experience while
fostering a love for Armenian music and

%
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VENUS

ADULT DAY HEALTH CARE CENTER

YERETSIANLAW
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LENDING FIRM

(424) 402-1200

SILK ROAD RUG, INC.
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SINANIAN

Construction * Development * Management
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BﬂSecureNet Solutions™

For Productivity and Peace of Mind
Krikor & Aline Patatian
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GARYQ/(KESHISHYAN

REAL ESTATE

Over 25 Years of Experience!
#lﬂAger)t Cor_npany-Wl'de

PINNACLE

ESTATE PROPERTIES, INC.

REALTOR®
DRE #01276434

. 818.606.6069

Contact Gary Today! X garykd4re@gmail.com

m| Looking to Buy or Sell?

= Scan QR Code to Begin
Your Home Search!




TATARYAN & GHARIBIAN INC.
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AGBU VATCHE &
TAMAR MANOUKIAN
PERFORMING ARTS
CENTER



Dr. Jack & Mrs. Azniv Bayramyan

BAYRAMYAN

FAMILY FOUNDATION

A Andonians
:' Ghazarian

ACCOUNTANTS + ADVISORS
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ECHOES OF OUR ANCESTORS 2: HEROES & SAINTS

OUR STARS

MAS
MNJOYAN
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GEVORG
HAKOBYAN

VAHAGN

INGA & ANUSH
ARSHAKYAN

SUREN
ARUSTAMYAN
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LUDVIG

-

Ludvig Ispiryan is the National Ballet School and went

Artistic Director of Grand on to become a soloist with the
Academy of Ballet and Grand Armenian National Ballet. After
Ballet of Los Angeles, as well as moving to Israel, Ludvig spent 17
a professional ballet dancer and years as a principal dancer and
Choreographer originally from choreographer in Israel National
Armenia Yerevan.He received his Ballet.

formal training at the Armenian

T H E D A N CE R S

Natalie Palmgren Kirari Yamaguchi
Justone Du Plessis Lydia Marie McDonald
Michelle Eklund Marii Kawabata
Mackenzie Burtt Sarah Chan
Alexandra O’Neal Zooey Kraemer
Brandon Binkly Edmond Baghdasaryan
Bryn Graham McRee Rafael Kalashyan

Isaiah Sedano



ZVARTNOTS

DANCE ENSEMBLE

Zvartnots Dance Ensemble was founded
by Vartan Aghajanyan on December

9, 1989, with the mission of preserving
and presenting authentic Armenian
dance, music, and folk attire. For over
three decades, its performances have
showcased the resilience and spirit of the
Armenian people through professional
choreography rooted in tradition.

The Ensemble has staged numerous
acclaimed productions in Los Angeles,
including Mother Armenia (1993),
Christian Armenia (2001), Armenian
Cross Stones (2005), Sun Worshippers
(2012), Armenian Eagles (2017),
Lernahayastan (2022), and celebrated its
35th anniversary in both Los Angelcs
and Armenia in 2024. Zvartnots has also
performed across the United States,

including Fresno, Phoenix, and Boston,
as well as internationally in Armenia,
Artsakh, Malta, Montreal, Sydney,

and aboard the Carnival Cruise Line.
Notable highlights include winning
first place at the 2004 International
Dance Festival in Malta, sold-out
performances in Sydney in 2012, and a
2023 South American tour with concerts
in Uruguay, Argentina, and Brazil. In
July 2024, the Ensemble returned to
Armenia for anniversary performances
in Gyumri and at the Yerevan Opera
House. Created to safeguard Armenian
cultural traditions, Zvartnots continues
to inspire new generations of dancers
through the Armenian Dance Center,
bringing Armenian heritage to
audiences worldwide.
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LEGAL SERVICES FOR

%

FCHOES orow ANCESTORS

ARE PROVIDED BY

S Lawsuit

Lawsuit Law Firm is a boutique legal practice founded in 2021,
specializing in intellectual property, data protection, corporate law,
litigation, and accounting consulting.

lawsuit.am
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ORTHODONTIC CENTERS

OF CALIFORNIA

Orthodontics For Children & Adults
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GOLD+
INVISALIGN
Scan to make an
appointment PROVIDER
Gl‘ﬂndda Hi“s w @Occsmilesofca Cl:lnyon Countl'y
17745 Chatsworth St. : 27225 Camp Plenty Rd. Suite 104,
Granada Hills, CA 91344 (0) @occsmiles Canyon Country, CA 91351

(818)366-9200 (661)252-7641

Occsmiles.com




Eric J. Yavrouian, M.D.

FACIAL PLASTIC AND RECONSTRUCTIVE SURGERY

: Surgical Associates
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818-939-1010 Ilmousme services
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COOKNIA

HOMEMADE MEALS

A

all in
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O ur goal 1S not simply to preserve the past. We aim

to activate culture — to make Armenian identity
exciting, stylish, profound, and powerful. Through
music, dance, song, and visual storytelling, we offer a

counter-narrative to cultural erasure.

We want our yOUth to 100k inward and LlpW’clI'd — not

outward — for validation.

We are here to make being Armenian lasting. Culcure
is the path to our roots, and rooted we will stand
strong, tall and connected to one another through the

631'111’1 Of our homeland.
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Your SllppOI'l'. helps S€€d a Cultural 1egacy fOI' the

next 100 years. As a Founders Circle member, you:

Shape the direction of our programming.
Gain exclusive access to events, previews, and behind-
the-scenes moments.

Become a cultural steward Of the Armenian StOI’y.

Let us €Cl’10 the greatness OFOUT ancestors — and pass
that €Ch0 fOI'WElI'd.



PEOPLEOFAR.ORG




